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Strapping Requirements for  
Water Heaters 

  The State of California requires that all water heat-
ers in our area are to be supported and strapped to 
prevent movement during an earthquake.   
  A metal strap, not less than 22 gauge, nor less than 
¾” wide will be used. The means of connection to the 

structure shall be made by the use of a screw not less 
and ¼” in size with a minimum penetration of 1 ½” 
into a wood stud of the wall.  A cut washer shall be 
used between the head of the screw and the strap to 
insure a positive support. 

 


