
INSTRUCTIONS FOR LIVE ENTERTAINMENT PERMIT APPLICATION 

Background 
1. Applicant must obtain a valid permit PRIOR to offering any live entertainment to the
public.

Please review the list of EXEMPTIONS on page 3. 
2. Permit Types consist of:

Permit Type Alcohol Amplification Dancing Annual Fee* 
1 No No No $37.50 
1A Yes No No $50.00 
2 No Yes No $50.00 
2A Yes Yes No $75.00 
3 No Yes Yes $75.00 
3A Yes Yes Yes $100.00 

3. Complete application and submit 45 days prior to:
a. Start of any entertainment
b. Effective date for a change in Class (permit type) or applied conditions
c. Sale of ownership in the business equal to or greater than 10%

Application 
4. Business Information

a. If corporation, the person authorized to bind corporation may sign with proof
of Board's action authorizing that person as signatory on behalf of the
corporation.
b. If alcohol is offered in the business, please provide a copy of the ABC license
OR the ABC License Number.

5. Property Owner
a. Property owner (landlord) must approve applicant's intended use of live
entertainment or, if not, City staff will contact owner in an attempt to determine
conditions that property owner might find acceptable upon which to agree to
use.

6. Business Owners
a. Each owner with a 10% or greater ownership in business must complete the
Miscellaneous Information Sheet.
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7. Adjacent Neighbor Notification
a. All adjacent neighbors (next door) must be contacted regarding applicant's
intended use of live entertainment or, if not, City staff will contact neighbors for
notification.

8. License Type
a. Determine three characteristics of establishment and entertainment sought:

i. Is alcohol being served
ii. Is amplification (microphone) desired
iii. Is dancing desired

b. Circle appropriate Type of permit requested

9. Sign application under penalty of perjury.

10. Submit application to Sara Trench, Management Analyst, City Manager’s Office.
(strench@cityofvista.com, 760-643-5206) Permit fee (varies) and Sheriff’s background
investigation fee  ($50) must be paid prior to issuance of permit.

Process 
11. Application will be submitted to Sheriff’s Department for 30-day background
investigation.

12. After Sheriff's investigation, City Manager or designee will conduct review of
application and consult with appropriate parties to determine assignment of conditions
warranting approval of application OR will deny application based upon results of
application review.

a. If approved with conditions, applicant may submit written request for
additional City Manager review if applicant has objection(s) to any assigned
condition Vista Instructions for Live Entertainment Application

i. Written request for review must be filed with the City Clerk within 10
days of date of approval, and must list specific conditions which are
objected to in addition to arguments why those conditions should not be
imposed.
ii. City Manager will respond to objection in writing.

b. If denied, applicant has the right to appeal to the City Council.
i. Written request for appeal must be filed with the City Clerk within 10
days from the date of denial.

Exemptions 
The following types of entertainment and entertainment establishments are EXEMPT from the 
permit requirements: 

1. Entertainment authorized through a Special Event or Park Event permit.
2. Entertainment held at a City-owned facility (authorized pursuant to a contract).
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3. Entertainment sponsored by:
a. The City of Vista
b. The County of San Diego
c. Various Boards of Education
d. Any political subdivision of the State of California
e. A Charter School's educational or instructional program

4. Entertainment provided by:
a. Radio
b. Music recording machine
c. Juke box
d. Television
e. Video games
f. Video programs
g. Recorded music (unless to be used for dancing or karaoke

5. Entertainment provided by private clubs
6. Entertainment provided at private residences
7. Entertainment provided by non-profit organizations which are exempt from Internal
8. Revenue Code Section 501(c)(3)
9. Entertainment held in theaters
10. Entertainment provided through dance lessons, theatrical and performing arts lessons
11. Entertainment provided through book readings, book signings, poetry recitations, and

any other entertainment consisting of spoken words, including plays
12. Entertainment provided at fund raisers for political causes
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Application for Live Entertainment Permit 
(Vista Municipal code Chapter 5.24) 

If applicant is a partnership, corporation, or LLC, names of all owners, partners, directors, 
trustees, etc., with at least a 10% ownership must be shown. 

Check one:   Single ownership □ Partnership □ Corporation □ LLC □ 
If other than single ownership, state name of entity: 

Business Information: 
Name:  Phone: 
Address: 
Days and Hours of Operation: 

Other Business Licenses in Vista: 

Is the business in one of the following areas? 

□ Industrial Zone (M-1 zone, I-P zone, Business Park Specific Plan, or Specific Plan 14)

□ Historic Downtown planning district

□ Paseo Santa Fe planning district

□ Area “A” of the Central Vista Business Improvement District (CVBID)

Please describe the nature of the business or principal activities conducted on the premises for 
which live entertainment is requested: 

Type of Entertainment: 

Describe the type of entertainment proposed: 

What is the maximum number of band members performing during live entertainment:  _______ 

Square Footage of the area in which the live entertainment activity will occur? _____________ 
(Please attach a floor plan to this application; identify where the live entertainment will occur.) 

What is the maximum capacity of the room(s) where live entertainment will occur? 

Amplification (microphone)? Yes □ No □ 
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Will there be live entertainment outdoors or semi-outdoors (windows and doors open)*? 

Yes □   No □ 
* Amplified live entertainment outdoors/semi-outdoors is limited to designated planning districts/areas;
outdoor entertainment is only allowed in permitted patio areas

If so, please describe and attach a floor plan showing the area: 

Dancing*? Yes □ No □
* The business must have a minimum 10 x 10 designated area for dancing

Size of dance floor? ______________________ (Please ensure the dance floor is shown on the
floor plan)

Days and times when live entertainment will be provided? Please indicated all preferred days 
and times requested

Monday: __________________________ 

Tuesday: __________________________ 

Wednesday: ________________________ 

Thursday: __________________________ 

Friday: ____________________________ 

Saturday:____________________________ 

Sunday: ___________________________ 

Will alcohol be served? Yes □ No □ 
If yes, do you have a current ABC license? Yes □ No□ 
Please attach a copy of the ABC license to the application OR provide the ABC License 
Application Number here: ____________________________ 

Has any owner, operator, or employee been issued a criminal or administrative citation for 
violating alcoholic beverage control or any other law that is currently awaiting legal or ABC 
administrative action?  If so, please explain: 
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Manager of Venue or Program: (Must complete Misc. Info. Sheet for Sheriff’s Department) 
Name: Phone:   
Address: 
Period of residence in Vista   

List Business Owners (with 10%+ share of ownership): (Must complete Miscellaneous 
Information Sheet for each owner for Sheriff’s Department.) If business owner is a 
corporation, Limited Liability Company, or partnership, list all officers or partners. If additional 
owners, please add attachment. 

Name: Phone: 

Address: 

Name: Phone:   

Address: 

Name: Phone:   

Address: 

Name: Phone:   

Address: 

Name: Phone:   

Address: 

Please list all misdemeanor or felony offense(s) resulting in conviction or plea of nolo 
contendere within the past ten years: 

Date Place/ Agency Charge Disposition 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Property Owner: 

Name: Phone:   

Address:_____________________________________________________________________ 

Approval for entertainment:  Yes □ No □ 

Adjacent Neighbor Support of Entertainment (attach additional sheets if necessary): 

Business Name: Phone:   
Address:   

Support for entertainment:  Yes □ No □ 
Name and title of person spoken to: ________________________________________________ 

Business Name: Phone:   
Address:   

Support for entertainment:  Yes □ No □ 
Name and title of person spoken to: ________________________________________________ 

Business Name: Phone:   
Address:   

Support for entertainment:  Yes □ No □ 
Name and title of person spoken to: ________________________________________________ 

Business Name: Phone:   
Address:   

Support for entertainment:  Yes □ No □ 
Name and title of person spoken to: ________________________________________________ 

Business Name: Phone:   
Address:   

Support for entertainment:  Yes □ No □ 
Name and title of person spoken to: ________________________________________________ 
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Permit Type Requested (check box next to permit type): 

Permit Type Alcohol Amplification Dancing Fees 

1 No No No $ 37.50 

1A Yes No No $ 50.00 

2 No Yes No $ 50.00 

2A Yes Yes No $ 75.00 

3 No Yes Yes $ 75.00 

3A Yes Yes Yes $100.00 

Responsible Beverage Sales and Service 
In accordance with VMC §5.10, Alcoholic Beverages – Responsible Beverage Sales and 
Service, the licensee, manager, and servers must complete Responsible Beverage Sales and 
Service (RBSS) Training every three years.  To verify compliance, please submit a list of all 
employees as well as a copy of their RBSS certification. 

Under penalty of perjury, I swear that the foregoing statements are true and accurate to 
the best of my knowledge. Any false or misleading responses to any of the questions are 
grounds for denial of a live entertainment permit. 

Date Signature of Applicant 

Live entertainment permits are valid for a period of 24 months and payable in advance.  

One $50.00 Sheriff’s investigation fee will be added to the invoice for the live entertainment 
permit. 

Submission information 
Submit the following documents to Sara Trench, Management Analyst, via hand delivery or mail 
(200 Civic Center Drive, Vista, CA, 92084) or via email to strench@cityofvista.com. 

• Completed and signed application
• Floor plan
• Copy of ABC license (if number not included in application), if alcohol will be served
• Completed Sheriff’s Department Miscellaneous Information Sheet for all business

partners owning 10% or more of the company and manager
• List of employees and copies of Responsible Beverage Sales and Service certificates

(for licensee, managers, and servers), if alcohol will be served
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MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION SHEET FOR THE 

SAN DIEGO COUNTY SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT 

PLEASE PRINT DATE: _______________________________ 

NAME:  ________________________________________OTHER NAMES ____________________________ 
(Last)   (First)   (MI)    (or Maiden) 

CALIF DRIVER’S LICENSE NO.___________________ SOCIAL SECURITY NO._____________________ 

RESIDENCE PHONE (      ) ______________________BUSINESS PHONE (      )_______________________ 

SEX_____________RACE___________________________HEIGHT_____________WEIGHT____________ 

BIRTHDATE______________BIRTHPLACE_______________________CITIZENSHIP_________________ 

HOME ADDRESS_________________________________CITY_______________ZIP___________________ 

BUSINESS ADDRESS_________________________________________CITY ___________________ 

LIST PRIOR RESIDENCES FOR PAST FIVE (5) YEARS:
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
ARE YOU THE SOLE OWNER OF THIS BUSINESS?  [  ] YES     [  ] NO 
(If not, a Miscellaneous Identification Form must be completed by each partner and/or business associate and submitted along with this 
application) 

OWNER OF PREMISES _____________________________________TELEPHONE ___________________ 

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY NOTIFY_______________________ RELATIONSHIP____________________ 

ADDRESS________________________________________________CITY____________________________ 

LIST ALL CHARGES RESULTING IN CONVICTION OR PLEA OF NOLO CONTENDERE WITHIN THE 
PAST FIVE (5) YEARS, EXCLUDING MISDEMEANOR TRAFFIC VIOLATIONS. 

DATE  PLACE/AGENCY  CHARGE  DISPOSITION  
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 
Executed on the _____  day of _______________20___, at _______________, California 

________________________________________________________ 
       (Signature of Applicant) 
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