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City of Vista 
 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT 
600 Eucalyptus Avenue, Vista, CA 92084 

 (760) 726-1340 FAX: (760) 639-6132 
Web Site: www.cityofvista.com 

 

 
NOTICE OF PREPARATION 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 
FOR CITY OF VISTA AND BUENA SANTIATION DISTRICT  

2007 SEWER MASTER PLAN UPDATE 
July 27, 2007 

 
 

The City of Vista (City) is the lead agency in the preparation of an Environmental Impact Report 
(EIR) for the 2007 Sewer Master Plan Update (Master Plan Update) in accordance with Section 
15168 of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines. 
 
This notice is issued pursuant to Section 15082 of the State CEQA Guidelines. It is intended to 
inform those persons and organizations that may be concerned with the environmental effects 
of the project. Those public agencies with specific statutory responsibilities are requested to 
indicate their specific role in the project approval process.  
 
Because of the time limits mandated by state law, responses should be sent at the earliest 
possible date, but no later than 30 days after receipt of this notice. Please send your response 
to: 
 

City of Vista 
Planning Department 

600 Eucalyptus Avenue 
Vista, CA 92084 

 
Attn: Elaine Blackburn, Principal Planner 

Phone: 760-726-1340 x 1268 
Fax: 760-639-6101 

E-mail: eblackburn@cityofvista.com  
 

 
This notice also serves as notice of a public scoping meeting for the project. The meeting will be 
held on Monday, August 6th, at 7:00 pm at the City of Vista Council Chambers, 600 Eucalyptus 
Avenue.  All interested parties are encouraged to attend. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT 

 
The environmental document prepared is a combined programmatic and project level 
Environmental Impact Report (EIR).   The EIR is intended to allow the City to examine the 
environmental effects of the proposed 2007 Sewer Master Plan Update (Master Plan Update) 
and to take steps to avoid unnecessary environmental impacts.  
 

PROJECT LOCATION 
 
The project is located in the northern part of San Diego County within in the Cities of Vista, 
Oceanside, Carlsbad, San Marcos, and unincorporated portion of the County of San Diego. See 
accompanying Figures 1 and 2. Project components are located both within and outside the City 
of Vista and Buena Sanitation District boundaries as shown in these figures. 
 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 
The City of Vista and Buena Sanitation District provide sewer service for the City of Vista and 
outlying areas within the Buena Vista Creek drainage basin, as well as portions of the San Luis 
Rey and Agua Hedionda Creek basins.  The City of Vista is responsible for maintenance, 
operations, and management of both the Vista and Buena sewer collection systems.  The City 
of Vista City Council is the decision making body for both the City of Vista Sanitation District and 
the Buena Sanitation District. 
 
The City’s Sanitation District has approximately 190 miles of sewer collection pipes that drain 
west to the Buena Vista Pump Station on Jefferson Street in the City of Oceanside, where it is 
pumped via the Vista-Carlsbad Interceptor to the Encina Water Pollution Control Facility 
(EWPCF) in the City of Carlsbad.  Some of the City’s infrastructure dates back to the 1920s. 
 
The Buena Sewer Collection System has approximately 85 miles of sewer collection pipes and 
serves a large portion of the Agua Hedionda Creek drainage basin that includes areas within 
Vista and the County of San Diego.  The system drains to the Buena Creek Pump Station where 
it is pumped via the Buena Interceptor to the EWPCF. 
 
This EIR addresses the environmental impacts associated with the 2007 Master Plan Update, 
which is an update to The City of Vista and Buena Sanitation District Infrastructure Review 
Summary and Wastewater Master Plan Update prepared in July 2001/2003.  The purpose of the 
2007 Master Plan Update is to update and identify a prioritized Capital Improvement Program 
(CIP) that addresses the capacity and condition related improvement projects necessary to 
ensure safe and reliable operation of the existing sewer system. The CIP recommends 
improvement projects over a 20-year planning period.  
 
In order to minimize the potential for system overflows and interruptions associated with 
structurally unsound elements of the existing sewer system, the 2007 Master Plan Update 
identifies a combination of capacity replacement and non-capacity related rehabilitation and 
replacement projects that constitute the updated CIP program. Capacity restoration would be 
provided through installation of larger replacement pipes, and by reducing extraneous defect 
flows. Rehabilitation and replacement projects include projects related to age, material, 
minimum size, and condition of the existing system. Non-capacity-related CIP projects entail 
increased operations and maintenance to improve the system and/or replacement of pipelines. 
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Capacity-Related CIP Projects 
 
A total of 20 capacity related replacement projects were identified in the 2007 Master Plan 
Update. These projects are divided by District and listed in order of priority based on ability to 
convey sewage and defect flows without overflow. Several capacity-related CIP projects are 
also in need of repair based on age, material, and condition. Table 1 below prioritizes and 
describes each pipeline improvement, and identifies the need for each project component.  All 
capacity related projects will be rehabilitated via pipeline replacement.  
 

TABLE 1 – Capacity Related CIP Projects 
 

 
Project 

Name/Descriptor 
Approximate 

Length (ft) 
Reason for 
Inclusion Description 

Buena Sanitation District Project Components 

Buena Outfall 
Force  

Main Phase III 
7,200 

 

Capacity 
Related 

This project is required to divert 3.75 MGD of sewage flow 
from the Buena Sanitation District to Vallecitos Interceptor. 
Construct 24" of Force main and 18" and 15" of Gravity 
Sewer in Palomar Airport Road and west of El Camino Real 
to divert flows to Vallecitos Interceptor. 

B5 
 

4,844 
 

Capacity and 
Condition 
Related 

Upsize and realign existing 18", 15", and 8" sewer lines 
along Oleander Avenue, Watson Way, Lantana Way, and 
Brooktree Lane and between Green Oak Road and Lupine 
Hills Drive to 24", 21", and 18".  

B2 
 

3,019 
 

Capacity and 
Condition 
Related 

Upsize existing 15" and 8" sewer lines along Watson Way 
and Sycamore Avenue and between Watson Way and the 
intersection of Thibodo Road /Plumosa Avenue o 21", 18", 
and 15". 

B1 
 

4,944 
 

Capacity 
Related  

Upsize existing 21", 18", and 12" sewer lines along Green 
Oak Road and between the Buena lift station and Grand 
Avenue to 27", 24", and 15".  

B4 
 

4,724 
 

Capacity and 
Condition 
Related 

Upsize existing 12" sewer line along Robelini Drive and 
Buena Creek Road and between intersection of Sycamore 
Avenue/Robelini Drive and Lakeside Road to 15".  

OV2 
 

14,036 
 

Capacity and 
Condition 
Related  

Upsize existing 24", 21", 18" Buena Interceptor to 27", 24", 
and 21". 

B3 
 

918 
 

Capacity and 
Condition 
Related 

Upsize existing 10" sewer line along El Valle Opulento and 
between El Valle Opulento and El Copa Lane to 15".  

Vista Sanitation District Project Components 

V1 
 
 

8,130 
 
 

Capacity and 
Condition 
Related 

Upsize existing 12", 10", and 8" sewer lines along Sunset 
Drive, Vista Way, Huff Street, Grapevine Road, Date Street, 
and Durian Street between intersection of Via 
Centre/Sunset Drive and Cedar Road and Hill Drive to 15" 
and 12". 

V10 
 

2,830 
 

Capacity and 
Condition 
Related 

Upsize existing 10" and 8" sewer lines along Cananea 
Street and Calera Street to 15" and 12".  
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TABLE 1 – Capacity Related CIP Projects 
 

 
Project 

Name/Descriptor 
Approximate 

Length (ft) 
Reason for 
Inclusion Description 

V8 
 

6,250 
 

Capacity and 
Condition 
Related 

Upsize existing 8" sewer line along Santa Fe Avenue, Postal 
Way, and Service Place and between Escondido Avenue 
and Service Place to 15" and 12".  

V2 
 

4,026 
 

Capacity and 
Material 
Related 

Upsize existing 33", 30", 24", 21", and 12” sewer lines along 
Hacienda Drive, Vista Village Drive and south of Lado De 
Loma Drive to 42", 36", 27", 21", 18" and 15".  

V7 
 

4,927 
 

Capacity and 
Condition 
Related 

Upsize existing 15", 12", 8", and 6" sewer lines Santa Fe 
Avenue, Mercantile Street, and Pala Vista Drive between 
Main Street and Rincon Street to 18", 15", and 12". 

V6 
 

1,910 
 

Capacity and 
Material 
Related 

Upsize existing 10" sewer line along Melrose Drive between 
Hacienda Drive and County Complex to 15".  

V3 
 

5,500 
 

Capacity and 
Condition 
Related 

Upsize existing 10" and 8" sewer lines along Melrose Drive 
between Hacienda Drive and Olive Avenue to 15" and 12". 

V4 
 
 

3,347 
 
 

Capacity 
Related 

Upsize existing 18" along Santa Fe Avenue, Broadway, 
Citrus Avenue, Main Street and Vista Village Drive between 
Santa Fe Avenue and Intersection of Vista Village 
Drive/Escondido Avenue/Hillside Terrace/Vista Way to 24" 
and 21". 

V11 
 

1,853 
 

Capacity 
Related Upsize 18" and 8" sewer line along Vista Way and Vale 

Terrace and between Townsite Drive and intersection of Bel 
Air Drive/Williamston Street to 21”, 18”, and 15”. 

V9 
 

3,979 
 

Capacity 
Related Upsize existing 18" and 15" sewer lines along Santa Fe 

Avenue between Orange Street and intersection of Los 
Angeles Drive/Townsite Drive to 24" and 18". 

V5 
 
 

3,037 
 
 

Capacity 
Related 

Upsize existing 12", 10", and 8" sewer lines along Citrus 
Avenue, Eucalyptus Avenue, and Escondido Avenue and 
between intersection of Broadway/Citrus Avenue and 
Avalon Drive to 18", 15", and 12". 

OV1 
 

2,837 
 

Capacity and 
Material 
Related 

Upsize existing 36" Vista-Carlsbad Interceptor to 42".  

R1 
 

1,431 
 

Capacity 
Related 

Upsizing existing undersized 12” sewer line west of Melrose 
Drive and between the Raceway Pump Station and Faraday 
to 15”. 

TOTAL  
89,742 ft   
(17 miles) 
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Non-Capacity-Related CIP Projects 
 
The lead agencies must address looming age, material, and condition related replacements or 
rehabilitation in order to ensure the integrity of the existing sewer system. Table 2 below 
presents the total length of pipelines being replaced and/or rehabilitated based on existing 
conditions, size, age, and materials. All ductile iron pipe (DIP) and non VCP/PVC pipes are 
proposed for rehabilitation or replacement as well as pipes that are over 45 years old. 
City/District standards also require a replacement of all 6” pipes with 8” pipes. The 2007 Master 
Plan Update proposes approximately 451,624 feet of condition related rehabilitation or 
replacement. This number includes the capacity related projects that are also considered 
condition related as presented in Table 1 above. Figure 2 provides a graphic showing all 
condition related project components.  
 

TABLE 2 – Condition Related CIP Projects 
 

Project Type Length (ft) 
Minimum Size 123,701 
Condition Related 239,555 
Age Related 38,426 
Material Related Force Main 6,274 
Material Related Gravity Main 43,668 
TOTAL  451,624 ft  

(85.5 miles)
 
 
Operations and Maintenance 
 
Since sewage carries a variety of waste products, regular maintenance is required to assure 
that the flow is maintained. Operation and maintenance of the sewer system typically consists of 
routine patrolling, emergency repair, and periodic pipeline dewatering to allow for interior 
inspections or repairs. Sewer flow is also maintained via cleansing and flushing activities with a 
variety of tools. The Wastewater Maintenance Division of the City of Vista cleans all sewer 
mains twice annually to reduce the potential for sewer spills. Video inspections are performed 
on all new sewer mains and on selected sections of the existing mains annually. The pipes are 
accessed through regular spaced openings, which are covered and commonly referred to as 
clean outs and manholes. Manholes are large enough to allow large equipment and personnel 
to enter the system.  Operations and maintenance activities also include no-dig rehabilitations 
such as epoxy coatings, polyurethane coatings, slip liners, and cured-in-place resin compound 
liners.  Maintenance for elements of the proposed 2007 Master Plan Update includes activities 
similar to those performed throughout the existing sewer collection system.  
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POTENTIALLY SIGNIFICANT EFFECTS 
 
Potential issues and impacts to the existing environment include those listed below. No 
determinations have yet been made as to the significance of these potential impacts. Such 
determinations will be made in the EIR. These issues along with an analysis of the project 
alternatives including the no project and alternative pipeline location scenarios, cumulative 
effects, and potential for growth inducement, will be analyzed and discussed in the EIR. 

 
Environmental Issue 

Area Potential Issues or Impacts 
Aesthetics  The proposed project could impact the existing visual quality of the project site and its surroundings 

 Duration of visibility of construction materials, equipment and debris may impact views. 
Air Quality  Project construction will produce short-term air emissions (fugitive dust and vehicle equipment 

exhaust). 
 Violation of air quality standards during construction and operation. 

Biological 
Resources 

 Project construction could have an impact to sensitive biological resources such as candidate, 
sensitive or special status species. 

 The project could have an impact on riparian or wetland habitat or on migratory fish or wildllife. 
 Potential Inconsistency with provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Community 

Conservation Plan, or other approval conservation plan. 
Cultural Resources  Potential project components may pass through sites with archaeological or historical value. 
Geology and Soils  Exposure by people or structures to risk of ground shaking, liquefaction, seismic ground failure, 

landslides, unstable soils, lateral spreading, expansive soil, and rupture of known earthquake fault. 
Hazards and 
Hazardous Materials 

 Pre-existing soil contamination and proposed replacement and rehabilitation activities could affect 
construction workers and the public. 

 Potential release of fuel, hydraulic fluid, and lubricants during construction. 
Hydrology and Water 
Quality 

 Project construction could affect surface water flow and erosion rates causing subsequent 
downstream sedimentation and reduced surface water quality. 

 Stormwater runoff from access road and temporary work areas may degrade surface water quality. 
 Construction of permanent structures/facilities may alter drainage patterns, which may result in 

increased runoff, erosion, siltation and flooding offsite. 
 Accidental release of hazardous materials during construction may affect surface water and ground 

water quality. 
Land Use and 
Planning 

 Consistency with planned land uses of an agency with jurisdiction over the project. 
 Conflict with adjacent land uses. 

Noise  Construction would generate noise in excess of that allowable in the affected jurisdiction. 
Transportation and 
Circulation 

 Potential for construction related traffic impacts resulting in increased delay and congestion along 
designated roadways. 

Utilities and Service 
Systems 

 The proposed project could result in increased demand on water and sewage treatment, solid waste 
services, and energy use. 

 
Level of Environmental Review 
 
Under CEQA, a program EIR is prepared for a series of actions that can be characterized as 
one large project, with each action related as logical parts in the chain of contemplated actions.  
(CEQA Guidelines §15168(a).)  Typically, such a project involves actions that are closely related 
geographically (Cal. Code of Regs., Title 14, § 15168(a)(1)), for agency programs (§ 
15168(a)(3)), or as individual activities carried out under the same authorizing statutory or 
regulatory authority and having generally similar environmental effects which can be mitigated in 
similar ways (§ 15168(a)(4)).  Program EIRs generally analyze broad environmental effects of 
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the program with the acknowledgment that site-specific environmental review may be required 
for particular aspects of portions of the program when those aspects are proposed for 
implementation (§ 15168(a)).  A project EIR, in contrast, examines the environmental impacts of 
a specific development project, reviewing all phases of the project, including planning, 
construction, and operation (CEQA Guidelines §15161.)  No further environmental review under 
CEQA is typically required following preparation of a project EIR.  
 
The majority of the components of the 2007 Master Plan Update will be analyzed at the program 
level, and it is the intention of the City to address the highest prioritized projects at the project 
level.  Once the EIR is adopted for the 2007 Master Plan Update, analysis and mitigation would 
sufficiently address the environmental impacts associated with all project-level components.  
Subsequent (or second-tier) activities within the program would be evaluated to determine 
whether an additional CEQA document needs to be prepared for program level components.   
 
Construction Schedule 
 
The timing for construction of individual project of the proposed program is varied. 
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